Genetically engineered mice and their use in aging research.
Genetically engineered animal models have been and will continue to be invaluable for exploring the basic mechanisms involved in the aging process as well as in extending our understanding of diseases found to be more prevalent in the older human population. Continued development of such in vivo systems will allow scientists to further dissect the role genetic and environmental factors play in aging and in age-related disease states and to enhance our understanding of these processes. In this article we discuss techniques involved in the development of such models and review some examples of laboratory mouse strains that have been used to study either normal aging or select diseases associated with aging.